
G New!

PRE-BIRDATHON FUNDRAISING TRAINING 
AND BIRD WALK WITH BOB LEWIS
Coyote Hills Regional Park, Fremont 

Sunday, March 12, 9 a.m. to noon

Bob Lewis 

If you’ve never tried fundraising before... or if you’re nervous 

about it... we can help! We’ll provide a one-hour orientation 

session that will leave you confident and excited to start your 

Birdathon fundraising. As a token of our appreciation, start the 

morning with a two-hour bird walk by GGAS birding instructor 

Bob Lewis at Coyote Hills Regional Park. 

Celebrate 100 years of Golden Gate Audubon with our 2017 Birdathon! Taking place throughout the month 
of April, Birdathon offers one-of-a-kind birding trips and nature experiences… while raising money to protect 
Bay Area birds and habitat.

olden Gate Audubon field trips are free during the other 11 
months of the year. But because Birdathon is our main fund-

raiser, we ask everyone joining a Birdathon trip to raise money from 
friends or make a donation themselves.

Why fundraise rather than donate? It’s the magical multiplier 
effect. If 200 people each donate $50 to go on trips, it raises $10,000. 
But if those same 200 people each raise $300 from friends… we 
reach our goal of $60,000 to launch the next century of conserva-
tion and nature education leadership.

To help you with fundraising, this year we’re offering a special 
pre-Birdathon fundraising training paired with a Bob Lewis bird 
walk! (See box to the right.) Plus, every Birdathon participant who 
raises or donates $100 will receive a t-shirt with our Least Tern Bir-
dathon logo. Visit goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon for details 
on trips, registration, fundraising prizes, and the Birdathon Awards 
Celebration on Saturday, May 13.

BETTER BIRDING IN THE CITY
SF Botanical Garden, San Francisco

Saturday, April 1, 8:15 to 10:30 a.m.

Allan Ridley and Helen McKenna

Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced 
birder, there’s always room to learn more! Hone 

your observational skills while birding the most beautiful garden of 
the City, and learn about other great local birding spots too. We’ll 
look for returning Allen’s Hummingbirds, Brown Creepers, Downy 
Woodpeckers, and Red-shouldered Hawks. 

RAPTORS AT SKAGGS ISLAND
Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Anne Ardillo and George Eade

Voyage beyond the locked gates of Skaggs Island 
to learn about its many raptors—eagles, hawks, 
owls, kites, falcons and more. A former naval 

base, now a part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge in 
the North Bay, Skaggs Island is a favored habitat for many birds, 
especially raptors. 
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BIRDING THE PENINSULA WITH 
MURPHY’S MOB
Sunday, April 2, 7:45 a.m. to lunchtime

Dan and Joan Murphy 

The Peninsula’s shoreline offers some of the 
richest bird habitats on San Francisco Bay. 

Join Murphy’s MOB (Multiple Observers) to take advantage of the 
beginning of shorebird migration, as we pick up many migrants.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT  
THE ACADEMY
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 to 8 p.m.  

(with option to stay later)

Jack Dumbacher, Director of Mammals and 

Ornithology

Enjoy a private tour of the world-renowned bird collection at the 
California Academy of Sciences in San Francisco. Ornithology 
Director Jack Dumbacher will guide you through the collection of 
100,000 bird specimens dating back to the 1800s. Afterwards, enjoy 
free admission to the Academy’s monthly Night Life event.

BIRDING THE ISLAND  
OF ALAMEDA
Sunday April 8, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Chris and Gary Bard

With shoreline all around it, Alameda offers 
some of the Bay Area’s best birding. How many 

species will we find as we tour the island? We’ll look for nesting Per-
egrine Falcons, Black Oystercatchers, and shorebirds in breeding 
plumage ready for their migrations north.

BIRDING SAN FRANCISCO WITH 
MURPHY’S MOB
Saturday, April 8, 7:15 a.m. until lunchtime

Dan and Joan Murphy 

Join Murphy’s MOB (Multiple Observers) for a 
fun, fast-paced tour of San Francisco’s best bird-

ing spots, starting at the Presidio and continuing on to Land’s End 
and Seal Rocks, Golden Gate Park, and Lake Merced. 

CALIFORNIA CONDORS AT  
THE PINNACLES
Saturday, April 8, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rusty Scalf

The California Condor, North America’s largest 
land bird, became extinct in the wild in 1987, 

but thanks to dedicated work by conservationists has been reintro-
duced to a few key habitats including Pinnacles National Park. We’ll 
join Richard Neidhardt, a condor expert who spends ten-hour days 
radio-tracking these endangered birds and knows the life stories of 
the Pinnacles’ individual condors. 

BIRDING BY EAR IN TILDEN PARK, 
DAWN CHORUS
Sunday, April 9, 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Denise Wight

Popular birding-by-ear instructor Denise Wight 
will lead you on an early morning hike through 

the rich habitat around Vollmer Peak in Tilden Park, when birds are 
most active and vocal. 

BIRDING BY EAR IN TILDEN PARK, 
MID-MORNING
Sunday, April 9, 9 a.m. to noon

Denise Wight

Yes, you can sleep in and still enjoy the beauty of 
bird song! Join birding-by-ear instructor Denise 

Wight for an ear-opening mid-morning hike around Vollmer Peak 
in Tilden Park. 

BEST OF THE PRESIDIO
Saturday, April 15, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Alan Hopkins

Experience the full range of bird life in this 
all-walking trip through America’s most scenic 
urban national park. From rocky shoreline and 

bluffs to Crissy Lagoon, you’re likely to see about 75 species. Plus 
iconic views of the Golden Gate Bridge!

BIRDS AND CHOCOLATE IN 
ALAMEDA
Saturday, April 15, 2 to 5 p.m.

Joyce Mercado and Sharol Nelson-Embry

Taste some of the finest luxury chocolates in the 
world, while learning how our chocolate choices 

can help or harm neo-tropical birds. Then revel in shorebirds in 
breeding plumage at the nearby Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary.

RETURN TO INSPIRATION POINT
Friday, April 21, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Alan Kaplan

Join this reprise of Alan’s popular walk along the 
Inspiration Point trail and Nimitz Way in Tilden 
Park. We’ll look for springtime specialties such 

as warblers, vireos, and maybe a thrasher or gnatcatcher too. 

SPRING BIRDING AT POINT REYES
Saturday, April 22, 8 a.m. until noon

Rusty Scalf

Springtime is beautiful at Point Reyes. This 
gentle five-mile hike will take you through lush 
riparian habitat with Virginia Rails and Wilson’s 

Warblers, grassland with Northern Harriers, and sand dunes with 
Red-necked Grebes. Plus wildflowers galore!

146 (!) BIRDS IN A DAY IN THE EAST 
BAY PARKS
Saturday, April 22, dawn to dusk

Dave Riensche 

Join this quest for 146 Birds in a Day… all 
within lands of the East Bay Regional Park Dis-

trict! Discover beautiful new parks, see a ton of birds, and learn 
about EPRPD’s bird research and rehabilitation programs.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT 
INTERNATIONAL BIRD RESCUE
Saturday, April 29, 10:30 to mid-to-late 

afternoon 

Cindy Margulis & IBR staff

International Bird Rescue is the world’s leading 
rehabilitator of wild aquatic birds.  Tour their specialized Fairfield 
facility and learn how they care for injured water birds. Afterwards, 
we’ll caravan in our cars to enjoy some great birding at a surprise 
destination. 

BIRD BANDING WITH S.F. BAY BIRD 
OBSERVATORY
Coyote Creek Field Station, Milpitas

Saturday, April 29, 8 to 10 a.m.

Pamela Llewellyn

Biologists and citizen scientists have banded 
birds at SFBBO’s Coyote Creek Field Station for 30 years, study-
ing migration and habitat restoration.  During our visit, you’ll tour 
a riparian restoration area, watch mist nets being used to catch 
birds, and view at least one wild bird up close and personal after it 
is banded. 

INSIDER’S GUIDE TO  
SOUTH BAY BIRDING
Sunday, April 30, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Ralph Schardt

Experience the best birding in the South Bay 
with someone who really knows -- the Executive 

Director of Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society! Look for Wood 
Ducks at SCVAS’s riparian reserve, then Bald Eagles and Ospreys 
at Stevens Creek Reservoir. Possible stop at Palo Alto Baylands, 
time permitting.

BEHIND THE GATES AT  
HAYWARD SHORELINE
Sunday, May 7, 8:45 to 11:45 a.m.

Bob Lewis

View nesting colonies of Forster’s Terns and 
endangered California Least Terns in a part of 

Hayward Regional Shoreline that’s off-limits to the general public. 
Along with the terns, you should see Black-necked Stilts, American 
Avocets, baby Marsh Wrens, and perhaps Red-necked Phalaropes 
and Black Skimmers.

BIRDS AND WINE IN  
THE LIVERMORE VALLEY
Sunday, April 9, 7:30 a.m. to approximately 5 p.m.

Bruce Mast

With more than 40 wineries in a 17-mile radius, the 

Livermore Valley offers great wines and great birding 

in our own backyard. We’ll bird along Mines Road, 

then enjoy a gourmet picnic lunch and private tasting 

at the family-owned Charles R Vineyards boutique 

winery. More birding in the afternoon. Transportation 

is provided so you can relax, enjoy as much wine as you 

want, and focus on the birds and beautiful spring wine 

country scenery.
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THE PLOVERS OF PIXAR
Tuesday, April 18, 4 to 6 p.m.

Ilana DeBare & Pixar staff

Get an insider’s view of the art and science behind Piper, the 

charming Piping Plover who starred in the 2016 animated short 

film by Pixar. Enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour of Pixar’s world-

renowned Emeryville animation stuido and then a Q&A session 

with the director/animator of Piper. 
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More info at goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon



Golden Gate Audubon Society
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 
Berkeley, CA 94702

Return service requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Oakland, CA

Permit No.1702

goldengateaudubon.org  •  ggas@goldengateaudubon.org  •  510.843.2222 Printed with 30% post-consumer waste content.

WIN PRIZES! 

Prizes for top fundraisers include 
overnight stays in great birding 
areas! Plus special prize for the top 
first-time Birdathon fundraiser: 8x42 Opticron 
Natura binoculars, donated by Out of This 
World Optics.com in Mendocino.

SAVE THE DATE!

Birdathon Awards 
Celebration
Saturday, May 13 

INFORMATION

For Birdathon details and 
registration, please go to: 
goldengateaudubon.org/
birdathon

Big Six Hours: Enjoy the friendly fun of competitive birding

How many birds can you find in six hours? Experience the adrenaline rush of fast-paced birding while aiming for 
Birdathon glory. Our friendly leaders will make even beginning birders feel welcome. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY
Sunday, April 9, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bob Power

Join last year’s Big Six Birdathon winner 

for a a whirlwind tour of riparian corridors 

and bayside haunts, looking for incoming 

and north-bound migrants. Last year 

Bob’s group found 115 species in six 

hours!

OAKLAND
Sunday, April 23, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Glen Tepke 

Two years ago Glen’s team spotted 104 

species in six hours in Oakland… and 

that was in pouring rain! Help them beat 

that number this year—and beat their 

competition in Alameda and Contra 

Costa.

CONTRA COSTA
Sunday, April 23, 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Bruce Mast

Contra Costa offers a striking diversity of 

habitats, from the arid chaparral of Mount 

Diablo to marshes, grasslands, and S.F. 

Bay. Explore this diversity in a fast-paced 

attempt to show our Alameda County 

friends which county rules the birding 

roost.
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