
n July, the SF Bay Osprey Cam captured 
Osprey chick Molate struggling to breathe atop 

the WWII era “Whirley Crane” in Richmond, CA. 
Viewers immediately grew concerned. Some took a 
break from watching, others stayed and watched life 
happen, and then there were those who called for 
human intervention. 

Zooming out from the Osprey nest, we are 
left with a question of ethics.

When do we have a responsibility to 
intervene in the lives of individual wild birds 
when they appear to be suffering or in poor 
health, if at all?

I

CONTINUED on page 3

The eThics of inTervenTion:  
A Bird’s eye view
by ryan nakano

Osprey nest building.
by Lee Aurich 
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By Any oTher nAme
by glenn phillips, executive director

n 1917, a group of birdwatchers inspired 
by a nature study class at UC Berkeley 

banded together to form the Audubon Soci-
ety of the Pacific. Nearly 40 years before 
the Civil Rights Movement and 50 years 
before the American Indian Movement, 
nobody questioned whether John James 
Audubon’s behavior, beyond his work as an 
artist, merited such an honor. 

Today, we acknowledge that John James 
Audubon was a slave owner, a racist and 
lacked scientific integrity by inventing 
birds he claimed to discover, falsifying 
scientific data, and failing to acknowledge 
contributors to his work.

With an expanding climate and bio-
diversity crisis threatening the existence 
of many bird species, it is critical that all 
people feel welcome and included in con-
servation work.

With the recent news that our sister 
chapter in Seattle dropped “Audubon” from 
its name, Golden Gate Audubon is begin-
ning its own assessment process. 

The National Audubon Society has 
been conducting research to better under-
stand John James Audubon in a historical 
context and to collect feedback from stake-
holders across the Audubon network. 
National Audubon expects to complete its 

i

John James Audubon, National Archives and Records Administration image; Robin by John James Audubon, from 1851 or earlier.
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investigation by the end of 2022 and make 
a decision in February 2023. 

We plan on reviewing National Audu-
bon’s research and getting feedback from 
Bay Area stakeholders, including members 
and supporters like you, during January 
and February 2023. 

With this information, we will pres-
ent a recommendation to the board of 
directors in March. Golden Gate Audu-
bon will make its decision independently  
from National Audubon but regardless of 
what decision each organization makes, 
it is our intention to remain an affiliated 
chapter. 

news briefs

New Golden Gate Audubon Committees
Looking for more ways to get involved? We 
now have a Richmond Committee and Climate 
Committee actively looking for members to 
support these specific initiatives. For more 
information on the Richmond Committee email 
richmondcommitteeall@goldengateaudubon.
org, or for Climate Committee contact 
climatecommitteeall@goldengateaudubon.org.

Angie Geiger SF Conservation 
Committee
We are excited to announce Board Member 
Angie Geiger as the new Chair of the San 
Francisco Conservation Committee. Having 
led field trips and participated in the first 
Master Birder Program cohort, Angie has 
years of experience and knowledge with the 
organization and its programs.

Elsie Roemer and Paul Covel Awards 
We are honored to announce our annual 
conservation award winners. The winner of the 
Elsie Roemer Award is Susan Mullaney, the lead 
volunteer at Bison Paddock for the past 10 years. 
This year’s Paul Covel Award recipient is Mark 
Rauzon, the author of over 20 children’s science 
books and designer of the cormorant platforms 
on the new Bay Bridge. 

mailto:richmondcommitteeall@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:richmondcommitteeall@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:climatecommitteeall@goldengateaudubon.org
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INTERVENTION from page 1

Josh Milburn, a Lecturer in Political Phi-
losophy at Loughborough University, thinks 
and writes a lot about how animals fit into 
our systems of ethics, law and politics. “I 
personally don’t believe we should always 
help individual wild animals when they’re 
suffering because the logical endpoint for 
this argument is the reordering of nature 
entirely,” Milburn explained. “But I do think 
we should help individual animals if we have 
the right kind of relationship with them. 

Returning to the nest, what kind of rela-
tionship exists between viewers and the 
Ospreys? 

According to Milburn, since the birds are 
wild (autonomous), not captive-reared, and 
haven’t been intentionally welcomed into our 
human environment, the only relationship 
that seems to exist is a kind of one-sided 
affection, meaning viewers like the birds. 

Charles Eldermire, the Cornell Lab Bird 
Cams Project Leader, knows this relation-
ship well. 

“One of the challenges with running a 
nest cam is that the connection of individ-
ual birds to people that are watching is way 
tighter,” Eldermire said. “It’s almost more 
akin to having a pet in a way, rather than 
wildlife.”

In addition to the connection the nest 
cam provides, Golden Gate Audubon offers 
viewers the opportunity to name the Osprey 
chicks each year and purchase annual 
Osprey t-shirts. 

But according to Kathie Jenni, a professor 
of philosophy and Director of Human-Ani-
mal studies at the University of Redlands, 
these practices do not make them pets nor 
any less wild.

“The birds are not conscious of you nam-
ing them or even watching them via a nest 
cam,” she said. “These birds are clearly 
living wild lives and naming them just rein-
forces that each one is an individual being.”

Still, this close relationship can some-
times be a double-edged sword, according to 
Eldermire. 

“Being close to a wild animal makes it 
seem less wild to us and in some ways the 
more we understand that we aren’t so differ-
ent from these animals, that’s a really good 
thing,” Eldermire said. “But we can’t lose 

sight of the fact that they are fundamentally 
not what we are.”

Eldermire explained that as a science 
institution, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
places an importance on the natural history 
of bird species and educating people about 
their unique lives, including their struggle 
and suffering. 

“With Barn Owls, they’ll often have more 
eggs hatch than they can feed and some-
times they [chicks] starve or are fed to each 
other,” Edlermire explained. “But that’s sim-
ply part of their natural history well before 
the modern era of global warming and cli-
mate change.”

According to Josh Milburn, if a bird is 
suffering or in poor health due to natural 
causes and the relationship we have with 
the wild bird is solely one of affection, the 
argument toward any kind of obligation or 
responsibility to intervene is weak.

Of course, Milburn acknowledged that 
just because one might not be obliged to 
intervene doesn’t mean it’s not the right 
thing to do. 

“My view is, we don’t always have to 
intervene, but if we can in a way that is 
respectful, we should,” Milburn said. 

Here the word “respectful” becomes 

important. In the case of the Osprey fam-
ily in Richmond, attempting to intervene 
and check on Molate’s health would’ve been 
dangerous for Molate’s sibling, Brooks.

Even if intervention was requested, 
Wildcare, a local wildlife rescue service, 
would’ve been unable to intervene given the 
risk to Brooks’ well-being. 

At the same time, Ospreys are known 
to be a high stress species with needs that 
prove difficult to recreate in captivity, leav-
ing little room for survival and plenty of 
room for stress and trauma. 

On July 16, Molate fell from his nest and 
died. While the cause of Molate’s death 
remains unknown, the grief from viewers 
was and continues to be evident. 

As a conservation organization, it is often 
easier and more important to think about 
our responsibility to entire populations of 
species from an ecological perspective. And 
yet, we recognize the individual lives of 
birds through programs like the nest cam. 

While each decision surrounding inter-
vention should be made on a case by case 
basis, we must ask ourselves; What relation-
ship do we truly have with these individual 
birds? And what does respect look like with 
respect to their livelihood? 

features

“My view is, we don’t always have to intervene, but if we can 
in a way that is respectful, we should,” Milburn said.

Osprey at Whirley Crane nest in Richmond, CA.
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upcoming events

Christmas Bird Counts 2022
Leading into the holiday season, make sure 
to mark your calendar to participate in one or 
more of the following Golden Gate Audubon 
sponsored Christmas Bird Counts (CBC): 
Oakland CBC Sunday, December 18, San 
Francisco CBC Tuesday, December 27, 
Richmond CBC January 1, 2023.

Rotary Nature Center Grand Reopening 
The Rotary Nature Center will celebrate its 
grand reopening on Wednesday, November 2. 
Golden Gate Audubon will be showcasing an 
exhibit at the center to honor Lake Merritt as 
the oldest designated wildlife refuge in North 
America and reflect our work to conserve local 
wildlife. 

2nd Annual Berkeley Bird Festival 
Golden Gate Audubon will co-sponsor the 
second annual Berkeley Bird Festival on 
Sunday, October 16, a free all-day community 
event filled with birding field trips, arts and 
crafts, film, talks and storytelling. For more 
information on the festival and for event 
registration visit berkeleybirdfestival.org.
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o you can tell a White-crowned Spar-
row (Zonatrichia leucophrys) from a 

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonatrichia atri-
capilla). But, can you tell a Golden Gate 
Audubon member from a National Audubon 
member? 

That’s a dilemma that’s plagued Golden 
Gate Audubon Society (GGAS) and other 
chapters for years. 

Maybe you wrote a membership check to 
National Audubon and then received a “your 
membership has lapsed!” letter from GGAS. 
Or maybe you renewed your GGAS mem-
bership and are perplexed by why you’re no 
longer getting that beautiful Audubon maga-
zine. It’s genuinely confusing.

Let’s untangle the mess.
While Golden Gate Audubon is a chap-

ter of National, we are a separate 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Each chapter needs 
to raise funds to support its operations, and 
each has its own membership list.

While joining National Audubon gives you 
a complimentary membership in your local 
chapter, this complimentary membership to 
Golden Gate Audubon does not include field 
trip or class discounts. 

Your National Audubon membership sup-
ports advocacy for birds and habitat on a 
national level. It also gives you a subscription 
to Audubon magazine.

Your Golden Gate Audubon membership 
supports advocacy for birds in the Bay Area. 
It helps pay for conservation and education 
programs such as our habitat restoration work 
and our Eco-Education program for Title I 

elementary schools. It helps cover office 
rent, liability insurance for our 150+ free 
field trips, and the occasional lawsuit filed 
on behalf of threatened birds and habitat. 

A Golden Gate Audubon membership 
gives you a discount on GGAS birding classes 
and special field trips like birding-by-boat 
excursions. It also includes a subscription to 
The Gull (which you’re reading right now). 

Membership in GGAS also makes you 
part of a community of people who care 
about birds, wildlife, and each other. And 
it gives extra credibility to our advocacy, 
so we can approach a legislator and say, 
“We’re speaking for xxx thousand of your 
constituents.” 

Since the arrival of Executive Director 
Glenn Phillips last year, we’ve been working 

field mArks for idenTifying your memBership
by ilana debare  

s

Golden-crowned Sparrow and White-crowned Sparrow.
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to modernize our membership process. We 
weren’t always good at reminding people to 
renew, so a lot of folks unknowingly let their 
memberships lapse. 

If you’re unsure whether your GGAS 
membership is current, call our office at 
(510) 843-2222 or email us at membership@
goldengateaudubon.org  

Your memberships in both National 
Audubon and Golden Gate Audubon are 
important! Please renew today at golden-
gateaudubon.org if yours has lapsed. And 
while you’re at it, become a monthly donor, 
with an automatic recurring contribution of 
$10 to $50. Bay Area birds like those Zona-
trichia sparrows need our help year-round, 
and monthly contributions are a great way to 
provide that.

berkeleybirdfestival.org
mailto:membership@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:membership@goldengateaudubon.org
https://goldengateaudubon.z2systems.com/np/clients/goldengateaudubon/membershipJoin.jsp
https://goldengateaudubon.z2systems.com/np/clients/goldengateaudubon/membershipJoin.jsp
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small mudflat channel on Richmond’s south-
ern shoreline, Meeker Slough is easy to miss. It 

cuts a narrow track between UC Berkeley’s Richmond 
Field Station and the Marina Bay residential community 
before draining into a tidal marsh nestled against the bay. 

Meeker Slough may be little, but because the Bay Area 
has lost 90 percent of its wetlands since 1850, it plays a 
big role in supporting a variety of birds. With over 200 
species spotted here, this hotspot also offers crucial habi-
tat and breeding ground for the endangered Ridgway’s 
Rail. 

 Two points of entry to the slough, both on its north-
eastern flank, connect storm water runoff from the city 
of Richmond to a brief stretch of Meeker Creek before 
entering the tidal marsh. Here one finds a quiet scene 
where natural and human landscapes converge. Egrets 
perch on old sections of fence lying catawampus on the 
shore, Black Phoebes swoop from metal posts to catch 
bugs, and several “Duck Crossing” signs pay homage to 
the rafts of Mallards nearby.

Continue south along the channel, you’ll come to a 
bridge that crosses the slough, where Ridgway’s Rails pick 
their way along the banks. By the late 1990s, after a cen-
tury of industrial contamination, there was no rail activity 
in this area. But in 1999, UC Berkeley began remediation 

and restoration efforts in nearby Western Stege Marsh, 
helping these birds rebound. 

Moving southwest of the bridge, the trail hugs the 
slough as it winds into the tidal marsh. Here benches 
offer expansive views of the bay and San Francisco sky-
line. You can observe squadrons of White and Brown 
Pelicans as they glide overhead and Long-billed Curlews 
with Semipalmated Plovers sifting through the mud.

Head a few yards west to a sliver of beach for views 
of overwintering grebes, Red-breasted Mergansers dur-
ing migration season, or Caspian Terns on their summer 
visits. From here you can follow the trail west along the 
shoreline to Shimada Friendship Park, another good 
birding spot.

While garbage can be an issue at Meeker Slough, 
especially after winter storms., community groups are 
contributing solutions. The City of Richmond installed 
trash interceptors at the western terminus and The 
Watershed Project, a local advocacy group, hosts cleanup 
days. On most days you’ll find these wetlands clean and 
beautiful.

Meeker Slough is a little gem. This section of the 
Richmond shoreline demonstrates that habitat resto-
ration and conservation can yield beautiful results for 
birds and humans alike.

meeker slough: Birding hoTspoT 
by gail kurtz

location

Meeker Slough, 
Regatta Blvd, 
Richmond, CA

Meeker 
Slough may 
be little, but 
it plays a 
big role in 
supporting 
a variety of 
birds.

a

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org.

bay area hotspot

mailto:rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org
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donations

Please know that we work hard to ensure the 
accuracy of this list. If your name has been omitted 
or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.

Thank you for being a part of our donor and member community. 
We are deeply appreciative of every individual, business, and organization that supports Golden Gate Audubon. In this issue, we 

recognize all of those who donated through our summer appeal and all of our major donors from the past year. 

Major Donors

$10,000 and above
Carol Baird and Alan 

Harper
National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation
Karen Rosenbaum and 

Ben McClinton
Eric Schroeder and 

Susan Palo
University of California, 

Berkeley Chancellor’s 
Community 
Partnership Fund

University of California, 
San Francisco

$5,000 to $9,999
Linda Agerter and 

Richard Judd
City of Berkeley, Festival 

Fund
Mary Betlach
Anne and Russell 

Fernald
Flora Family Foundation
Homecoming capital
Pat Kirkpatrick & Sid 

Wolinsky
Regina Phelps
Salesforce Foundation
Barbara and Richard 

Stewart

$2,000 to $4,999
Chris and Gary Bard
Douglas Booth & 

Margaret Simpson
Buehler Fund, East 

Bay Community 
Foundation

Dan Eisenstein
Pat Greene
Bob Hallet
Josh Jensen
Liz and Larry Kuo
Susan MacWhorter

Helen McKenna and 
Allan Ridley

Miles & Mel McKey
In Memory of Hazel 

Mersfelder
John and Hortensia 

Nelson 
Elizabeth Sojourner
Liz Varnhagen
Worldwide Small 

Change Foundation
Geraldine Young

$1,000 to $1,999
Susan Acquistapace
Miriam and Matthew 

Agrell
Regina and Ralph Anavy
Anne Ardillo
Douglas Booth and 

Margaret Simpson
Andrea Burhoe
Caryl Carr & David 

Presotto
Susan Mary Consey
Randall and Katherine 

Erickson 
Justin Faggioli
Marjorie Fletcher
Jane Freeman
Deborah Hurst Senter
Diane Ichiyasu
Dwight L. Johnson
Albert and Margaret 

Buchanan and  Lorian 
G. Jones 

Barbara Keck
Sally and Phillip Kipper 
Mary Kleinhenz
Liz and Larry Kuo
Robert & Hanno Lewis
March Conservation 

Fund
Kent Lee McDonald
Ernest McNabb
Mara and Don Melandry 
Thaddeus Mully
Denny and Merrily 

Parker

George Peyton
Marjorie Powell
Margaret and Vic 

Quattrin
Serena Rivera
Leslie Rose and Alan 

Ramo
Dan Roth
Anne B. Rowe
Ruth Tobey
Liz Varnhagen

Summer 
Appeal  Donors
Golden Gate Audubon 
acknowledges donors 
who contributed during 
our 2022 Summer 
Appeal (through 
September 21). Thanks 
to your generosity, we 
exceeded our target 
match, leveraging an 
additional $25,000 from 
13 board members. 

Alice Abbott, Marilyn 
Abers, Sherry 
Anderegg, Martha 
Angove and Carl 
Kaufman, Erica, Gail 
and Adria Arteseros, 
Cathy Baker, Robin 
Lee Barrett, Johanna 
K Baruch, Carol Baxter 
and Laura Ellison, 
Ellen Becherer, 
Charles R Benedict, 
Nel Benningshof and 
Nicholas Despota, Ellis 
Bigelow, Mary Bolton, 
Jennifer Braun and 
Raymond J. Ryan, Erin 
K Brigham, Katherine 
Calvert, John S 

Canham, Kathryn and 
James Carroll, Toni 
Childress, Catherine 
J Clements, Katie B 
Clevenger, Roberta L 
Collier, Cira M. Curri, 
Loring and Ann Dales, 
Penelope Deleray, 
Juli Dickey, Katherine 
Dunham, Leslie J. 
Enloe, Jonathan Fargo, 
Roland Feller, Tara 
Leigh Fonseca, Susan 
M Ford and Mitchell E 
Taylor, Trudi and Heinz 
Frei, Clara Gerdes 
and Ken Greenberg, 
Barbara M Gex, Judy 
Giampaoli, Arlene A. 
Giordano, Andrew 
and Christa Goldblatt, 
Diana Goldstein, Jill 
Goodfriend, Genny 
Greene, Rose Ver and 
Anne C Ver, Dorothy 
D Gregor, John 
Grossberg, Robert 
N Hall, Amanda M. 
Hamilton, Charlene 
Harrington, William 
and Judith Hein, Judith 
Helder, Arnold and 
Natalie Henderson, 
Patricia Langenhahn 
and Douglas and Jeffrey 
Hendricks, Carol Henry, 
Joanne S Hirsch, Judy 
Hnilo, Henry S. Ho-
Wong, Melissa Holmes, 
John Hules, William 
Inwood, Chana Jacobs, 
Dorothy Kakimoto, 
Sarah Kaplan, Eileen M 
Kelleher, Tim Kingston, 
Jari Kludt, Pansy Kwong, 
Carol Larsen and 
Steven Parnes, Robert 
Lawrence, Richard 
L Ledon, Lourdes 

and Milton M Lee, 
Winston Lee, Edgar 
and Joyce Lehmann, 
Rick and Linda Lewis, 
Ann Linder, Diana 
Loomis, Sally Lopez, 
Bonnie MacKenzie, 
Susan C. Mann, Linda 
J Margossian, Rani 
Marx, PHD, MPH, 
Suzanne Masuret, John 
Maull, Thomas and 
Dorothy Mayer, Sean 
P Mcgowan, George 
McGregor and Camille 
Wanat, Margaret 
Elaine McKinley and 
Kit Durgin, Joyce 
McKinney, Eda McNulty, 
Russell & Karen Merritt, 
Howard E Meyerson, 
Stuart Moock, Richard 
& Francoise Navarro, 
Alexander Brennen 
and Wendy Niles, Linda 
Oppen, Marilyn S Paige, 
Ruthmary and Benjamin 
Parmeter, Jeffrey Pekrul, 
Catherine Philippon, 
Carol Pierman, Anthony 
and Christina Poggio, 
Sheila Press, Sharon 
Pretti, Laurel Przybylski, 
Keith Quirolo, Ted 
K. G. Raab, Darryl L. 
Raszl and J. Stoner 
Lichty Jr., Carol Ratner, 
Mark Rauzon, Patricia 
Reese, David Rice and 
Carol Shattuck-Rice, 
Lori Korleski & Jim 

Richardson, Dan J. 
Richman, Bev Riehm, 
Fred L Rinne, Drew 
and Margaret Robarts, 
Steven Rosenberg 
and Elizabeth 
Rost-Rosenberg, 
Jeanne-Marie 
Rosenmeier, Alice 
Russell-Shapiro, Grace 
Ruth, Russell Scalf, 
Yvonne Schwartz, Alison 
Seevak, Peter Seubert, 
Linda Shehabi, Judi 
Sierra, Paula M. Sotelo, 
Joyce & James Stanek, 
Jane Stecher, Madelyn 
Stone, Karen Streicher, 
Dorian F Stull, Christina 
Sunley, Sylvia Sykora and 
Robert Meyers, Dolores 
Taller, S.J. and W.E. 
Threlfall, Mary Turner 
and Norma Randig, Ed 
& Holly Ungerleider, 
Mukund and Margarette 
Untawale, Linda Vallee, 
Linda Vida, Vicki M. 
Villata, Mark Wegner 
and Mary Korn, Karen 
Weil, Russell and Irene 
Asao-Wells, Idell M. 
Weydemeyer, Thomas 
White, Samuel D. 
Williams, Linda Wraxall, 
Linda D. Wuy, Kimberly 
Young, Jaz Zaitlin and 
Mark Nienberg, Nancy 
Zefo and D. Keith 
Fernandez, and Richard 
L Zwaal

Mixed shorebirds. Photo by Verne Nelson.
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masthead

board of directors

President
Eric Schroeder

Vice President
Chris Tarr 

Secretary 
Chris Okon

Treasurer 
Bruce Mast

Jess Beebe, Amy Chong, Blake Edgar, Derek Heins, 
Susan MacWhorter, Sharol Nelson-Embry, Solana 
Rice, Dan Roth, Christina Tarr, Ilana DeBare, Rachel 
Lawrence, Angie Geiger

staff

Executive Director
Glenn Phillips, 510.221.4102
gphillips@goldengateaudubon.org

Interim Deputy Director
Whitney Grover 
wgrover@goldengateaudubon.org

Volunteer and Conservation Advocacy Manager
Janet Carpinelli, 510.319.7135
jcarpinelli@goldengateaudubon.org 

Communications Manager
Ryan Nakano, 510.227.6190
rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org 

Education and Outreach Manager
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canderson@goldengateaudubon.org
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Mission stateMent
Golden Gate Audubon Society engages people 
to experience the wonder of birds and to translate 
that wonder into actions which protect native bird 
populations and their habitats.

about Golden Gate audubon society
The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded 
January 25, 1917. 

The Gull is published four times per year. Special 
third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send 
address changes to the office promptly. The post 
office does not forward The Gull.

Golden Gate Audubon Society
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G
Berkeley, CA 94702
Office hours: Monday through Thursday,  
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Telephone: 510.843.2222
goldengateaudubon.org

This issue of The Gull was published October 2022.

Zoom links and passcodes for upcoming presentations are available on our 
Speaker Series website at goldengateaudubon.org/education/speaker-series.

You may have heard the old saying “birds 
of a feather flock together”. But have you 
ever stopped to wonder why? Join Jessica 
Griffiths for a fascinating look at bird flocks 
and flocking behavior. Why do some species 
of birds form flocks while others do not?  
Why do geese and ducks fly in a “V” forma-
tion?  How do birds flying in large flocks 
synchronize their movements? Learn the 
answers to these questions and more in this 
presentation, which touches on bird biology 
and behavior, and highlights some remarkable scientific discoveries. 

Jessica Griffiths has worked as a wildlife biologist in California for 20 years, focusing on 
songbirds and monarch butterflies. She loves birding, and enjoys sharing her passion for birds 
and conservation via bird walks and public talks.

why Birds flock
jessica griffiths

Thursday, November 17
7 p.m. program
Zoom

location / date

One of humanity’s grand challenges is to 
conserve nature while providing for a grow-
ing and increasing affluent population. The 
lessons learned from agrarians and the sci-
entific literature suggests strategies that we 
can each employ to help meet this challenge. 
As John Marzluff searched for meadowlarks 
and other open country birds among farms 
and ranches, he learned how these species 
flee the plow and how many farmers adjust 
their actions to lessen this exodus. He birded 
and talked with farmers on their lands from 
Nebraska to California to Costa Rica, focusing on the actions of many farmers that coexist 
with nature because “it is the right thing to do.”

John Marzluff is James W. Ridgeway Professor of Wildlife Science at the University of 
Washington. He has been working with corvids since graduate school, where he focused 
on the social behavior and ecology of crows, ravens, and jays, and now studies the interac-
tions of ravens and wolves in Yellowstone. He has written six books, including Welcome to 
Subirdia (2014), in which he demonstrates how moderately settled lands can host a splendid 
array of biological diversity, and In Search of Meadowlarks (2020), which connects our agri-
culture and diets to the conservation of birds and other wildlife.

in seArch of  
meAdowlArks 
john marzluff

Thursday, October 20
7 p.m. program
Zoom

location / date
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speaker series

Western Meadowlark.
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Shorebird flock at sunset.

mailto:gphillips@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:wgrover@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:jcarpinelli@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:canderson@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:mlahiff@aol.com
mailto:christina.tarr@gmail.com
mailto:travelprogram@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:sfbayospreys@goldengateaudubon.org
goldengateaudubon.org
goldengateaudubon.org/education/speaker
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1  The Ethics of Intervention
When should we intervene in an individual 
wild bird’s life if it’s been injured or is 
suffering? 

2  By Any Other Name
Golden Gate Audubon announces its process 
for keeping or dropping the “Audubon” name 
given John James Audubon’s character.

5  Meeker Slough 
This small mudflat channel on Richmond’s 
shoreline is home to the Ridgway’s Rail and a 
testament to good habitat restoration. 

cooper’s hAwk And shArp-
shinned hAwk

by blake edgar

oaming the Oakland Zoo during last year’s Christmas Bird 
Count, a team of birders flushed a hawk causing it to perch 

ahead of us on a branch. Its body size and banded tail indicated one 
of our two Accipiter species, but which one? 

It’s not straightforward to distinguish Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter 
cooperii) from Sharp-shinned Hawk (A. striatus). My San Francisco 
Master Birding instructors presented them as the most difficult local 
raptors to tell apart, especially when the choice is between a male 
“Coop” or a female “Sharpie.”
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These are the two most commonly banded raptors at Marin 
County’s Hawk Hill, where sightings peak between mid-Sep-
tember and early November. Data from the Golden Gate Raptor 
Observatory indicate that Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks are, 
respectively, the third and fourth most frequently spotted species 
during the annual Hawkwatch. While we’re in the midst of raptor 
migration season, let’s consider this common but confounding pair.

Imagine being atop Hawk Hill with each of these hawks soaring 
above. Look for a sharper, straight edge to the Sharp-shinned’s tail 
and a head aligned with the leading edge of its forward-bent wings. 
The head of a Cooper’s in flight extends in front of the wings, and 
its more curved tail has a white band at the tip. Its long tail makes a 
Coop look longer, while the more compact Sharpie has proportion-
ally longer wings. The Cooper’s Hawk also has slower wingbeats 
compared with its smaller counterpart. 

When you spot an Accipiter closer to earth, observe the head. 
On the rounded head of a Sharp-shinned, each eye appears rela-
tively large and centrally positioned, lending the bird a “crazed” 
gaze. The smaller eye of a Cooper’s is further forward on a boxier 
head—topped with a dark crown and pale nape in adult birds. If 
you get a glimpse of the legs, those on a Sharp-shinned (as the 
name suggests) look skinny. 

Try not to rely on any single characteristic, and don’t hasten  
your identification. Keep looking. Even though Identify Yourself: 
The 50 Most Common Birding Identification Challenges describes 
these two hawks as being “depressingly similar,” the authors offer 
some wise advice: “Use every encounter as a learning experi-
ence.” As for that hawk spotted at the Oakland Zoo, we went with 
Sharp-shinned.
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Cooper’s Hawk at left, Sharp-shinned Hawk at right.
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