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WELCOMING OSPREYS
TO SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BY ILANA DEBARE

O spreys have started nesting along the shores

of San Francisco Bay in significant numbers,
and Golden Gate Audubon is working with other bird

lovers to make sure they find a warm welcome here.

CONTINUED on page 5
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Nancy Johnston

GGAS members cleaning up MLK Jr. Shoreline in August.

COASTAL CLEANUP:
MORE THAN ONE DAY EACH YEAR

BY CINDY MARGULIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A s an avid shoreline birder, I'm
always heartened to see so many
people turning out for Coastal Cleanup Day
each September. But I'm especially proud
that for Golden Gate Audubon, coastal
cleanup isn't just one day a year. We work
at it year-round—and it matters!

Our volunteers and partners work on
both the west and east shores of San Fran-
cisco Bay one Saturday morning every
month! Were removing weeds and trash

and renewing these ecosystems with native

NEWS BRIEFS

plants that sustain birds and other wildlife.

San Francisco's Pier 94 had been an
unofficial dump site owned by the Port.
Now American Avocets and Killdeer feed
and nest along the tidal wetlands that have
flourished since GGAS began restoration
work in 2002. This year, our volunteers
are also revitalizing uplands so birds like
Anna’s Hummingbirds and White-crowned
Sparrows gain habitat too.

At Martin Luther King Jr. Regional
Shoreline in Oakland, we joyfully part-

nered with International Bird Rescue in
June to release rehabilitated juvenile Black-
crowned Night-Herons...in a renascent
wetland operated by the East Bay Regional
Park District that GGAS has been helping
restore for more than a decade.

Although we receive grant funding to
support the science and supplies for habi-
tat restoration, it's GGAS volunteers whose
hands accomplish most of the task. Come
join us one of these Saturdays: You can
renew crucial habitat while spotting many
of the birds who benefit from your efforts.

Maybe you'd also like to join us for
THE classic Audubon volunteer event—
the Christmas Bird Count. On Sunday,
December 14 we'll hold our 74th annual
Oakland CBC, while Tuesday, December
30 will be our 32nd consecutive San Fran-
cisco CBC. Whether you're a beginner or a
proven veteran at bird surveys, you can help
increase our understanding of bird popula-
tions through this world-renowned citizen
science project. Then celebrate with us at
the festive dinner after each count. Regis-
ter by November 28 at goldengateaudubon.
org/che.

From bird counts to habitat restora-
tion, field trips to conservation initiatives,
Golden Gate Audubon activities are always
happening. Make sure you don't miss out
on any of them by keeping your member-
ship up to date. In the next few weeks, you
should be receiving a reminder letter about
membership renewal for 2015. You can
renew by mail or online. It's one vital way
that you can help conserve the wonderful
birds and vital habitats right here in the
heart of the Bay Area.

Prevent Window Collisions

Live in San Francisco? Help prevent
bird-window collisions with just a
few minutes each week. The city

is seeking volunteers to monitor

the outside of their home once a
week for dead or injured birds. For
information, call (415) 575-9017

or see goldengateaudubon.org/
sfmonitors.
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Travel with GGAS

Add to your life list, explore
beautiful places, and make new
friends through Travel with GGAS.
In 2015, we are offering expert-
guided tours to Panama, Colombia,
Taiwan, Newfoundland, Alaska,
Texas, Arizona and Oregon. Plan
ahead before trips fill up! For details,
see goldengateaudubon.org/travel.

Field Trips e-Newsletter

GGAS offers over 100 free bird
walks each year, and upcoming ones
are listed on our website and in our
monthly Field Trips e-newsletter. If
you don't currently receive the Field
Trip emails, let us know at ggas@
goldengateaudubon.org. You can
also receive notices of our upcoming
trips through Meetup.com.

Restore Habitat for Birds
Help welcome our fall migrants with
clean and flourishing habitat! Come
to our monthly volunteer work days
at Pier 94, Crissy Field, and Golden
Gate Park in SF; MLK Jr. Shoreline
Park in Oakland; and the proposed
Alameda Wildlife Reserve. Dates
and locations at goldengateaudubon.

org/volunteer.
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MIDDLE HARBOR SHORELINE PARK

Once the
depot closed,
birds quickly
rediscovered
the area.

BY MAUREEN LAHIFF

C ome see a really good mudflat. Come see a really
good restored mudflat.

From late July to early April, Middle Harbor Shore-
line Park in Oakland hosts a wealth of water birds. The
encircling “arms” of the park make it easy to observe the
mudflat fairly close up even when the tide is out, though
having a spotting scope is helpful.

Owned and operated by the Port of Oakland, Middle
Harbor is one of the East Bay's newest parks. If you
didn’t know it was there, you'd never think to look for it
in the middle of the sprawling container ship port.

Middle Harbor and its surrounding area were origi-
nally tidal wetlands and estuarine marshes. As cities
and shipping expanded rapidly on both sides of the bay,
the harbor became a transportation hub and its once-
shallow wetlands were dredged to a depth of 40 feet.

Dredged material was used to build the Oakland
Naval Supply Depot. But once the depot closed in 1998
and the park opened in 2004, it didn't take birds long

llana DeBare

BAY AREA HOTSPOT

Clockwise from left: Middle Harbor Shoreline Park; Western
Sandpiper in breeding plumage at Middle Harbor Shoreline;
Semipalmated Sandpiper at Middle Harbor Shoreline.

to rediscover the area. A variety of water birds now feed
in the restored shallow water area. Other birds feed and
nest in the restored dunes, transition zone, and trees.

Shorebirds live by the tides, so it's a good idea to look
at the tide cycles and heights when planning a visit to
Middle Harbor. Don'’t limit yourself to the mudflat. The
southern “arm” jutting into the water is close to the
shipping channel and often has diving birds, while the
rocky shoreline at its end may host Black Oystercatch-
ers and Black Turnstones.

On a Golden Gate Audubon field trip in early August,
we saw dozens of Semipalmated Plovers and about half
a dozen dowitchers. Forster’s Terns and Caspian Terns
were diving and bathing. We found Black-bellied Plo-
vers, Western Sandpipers, and Sanderlings, all still in
partial breeding plumage. The real surprise was a Wan-
dering Tattler on the rocks.

Middle Harbor Shoreline is an urban gem—valu-
able not just to birders but to West Oakland residents
who, until its opening, had few nearby spots to enjoy
the shoreline. The success of the restoration at Middle
Harbor gives me hope for the future of Bay wetlands.

For a longer, more detailed version of this arti-
cle, including directions to Middle Harbor Shoreline
Park, go to goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/middle-
harbor-shoreline-birding-hotspot/.
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FALLEN SPARROW SPURS A BIRD-FRIENDLY SCHOOLYARD

BY ANTHONY DECICCO

I magine you are a Golden-crowned Sparrow. You hatched in
2013 on an island off the coast of Alaska. You were banded on
September 15 of the same year, and started your natural journey
southward along the Pacific Flyway.

Two thousand miles later, you stop at the lush garden of Verde
Elementary School in North Richmond, California. The view south
looks promising—but what appeared to be a sunny horizon turns
out to be the reflection from a large classroom window. You collide.
The impact is too much, and you fall and pass away.

The third graders in Golden Gate Audubon’s Eco-Education pro-
gram found “Goldie” and noticed the tiny metal ‘ring” on its leg last
January, during a schoolyard habitat survey. We reported the band
to the U.S. Geological Survey, which sent the students a certificate
with details of the bird’s banding:

“I'his record is actually quite unique and documents one of the lon-
gest movements for Golden-crowned Sparrow in our database.”

We explained to the students that up to one billion birds die annu-
ally in North America as a result of window collisions like Goldie’s.

The children were both fascinated and sad. They wanted to pre-
vent future window strikes—so we helped them create a flock of
beautiful bird silhouettes and place them on school windows to
avoid collisions.

The Verde students’ experience with Goldie fit perfectly into
GGAS's evolving focus on creating Bird-Friendly Schools.

Since its start in 1999, our award-winning Eco-Education pro-
gram has worked with up to 700 low-income students and their
families each year in Richmond, Oakland, and San Francisco. The
program introduces children to nature and watersheds in their com-
munity, with field trips to creeks, bay shore, and ocean.

Last year in Richmond, we added a pilot program aimed at help-
ing children create Bird-Friendly Schools. That included activities
such as:

e Window treatments to prevent collisions.

¢ Planting more native flora for habitat.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Lost Bird Project Film Screening
Berkeley

Sunday, October 19

Artist Todd McGrain set out to memorialize five
extinct birds such as the Passenger Pigeon and
Great Auk with bronze sculptures at the sites
where they last lived. Meet Todd at our Speaker
Series on Oct. 16. Then on Oct. 19 see the film
about his project. Film from 7 to 9 p.m. at Ed
Roberts Campus, across from Ashby BART. $5.
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Christmas Bird Count

Oakland and San Francisco

December 14 and 30

Join tens of thousands of birders across North America for Audubon’s 115th annual Christmas Bird

Verde Elementary students add silhouettes to a window.

e [nstalling and monitoring bird feeders and water sources.
e Building nest boxes for Western Bluebirds and chickadees.
¢ Advocating for “lights out during migration” and a ban on roden-

ticides and pesticides on school grounds.

This year, we hope to turn these pilot efforts into a more formal
curriculum. We feel the Bird-Friendly Schools idea has tremendous
potential. GGAS Eco-Ed students have always done habitat restora-
tion at nearby creeks and shorelines, but protecting wildlife at their
own school offers even deeper engagement.

Armed with Bird-Friendly School scorecards and action projects,
and driven by a strong desire to care, our Eco-Education students
can be empowered to make important changes on their school

grounds. Future generations of “Goldies” will thank them.

Do you know a company or foundation that might support our Bird-
Friendly Schools initiative? Or would you like to become an Eco-Ed

volunteer? Contact adecicco@goldengateaudubon.org.

Count. Both beginning and experienced birders welcome. Take part in the Oakland area count on Sunday,
December 14, the San Francisco count on Tuesday, December 30, or do both! Last year’s Oakland count
involved 256 field observers and 17 feeder observers who tallied 182 species, while San Francisco drew 144
participants who tallied 184 species. Can't spend the day? We also need volunteers for the festive dinner
after each count. Register online before November 28 at goldengateaudubon.org/cbe. To help with the
dinner, email nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org.

Anthony DeCicco
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Tony Brake

OSPREYS from page 1

Twenty-seven Osprey pairs built nests
along the Bay in 2014—including 21 suc-
cessful nests that produced a total of 40
young. That's a dramatic increase from the
late 1990s, when there were only one or two
known nests here.

“According to historical records, San
Francisco Bay was not a major breeding site
for Osprey, at least as far back as the early
20th century,” said Tony Brake, a volunteer
with Golden Gate Raptor Observatory who
monitors the Osprey nests. “We had no
reported nests before 1990.”

It's not that Ospreys are rare in Northern
California. Although threatened by DDT
in the 1960s, the species recovered once
the chemical was banned. Breeding pairs
have been common at Kent Lake in Marin
County. Adult Ospreys have long been
sighted around San Francisco Bay during
migration or winter.

But for reasons that are not clear, Ospreys
didn’t nest by the bay until recently. Brake
suggests that improvements in water clar-
ity—including the gradual decrease in
sediment washed down from 19th century
hydraulic mining—may have made it easier
for them to fish here. “Also, the decommis-
sioning of the Mare Island naval base in
Vallejo probably opened up a lot of nesting
sites,” he added.

Mare Island and Vallejo have indeed
become a local Osprey breeding hotspot,
with more than a dozen nests on top of light

poles and decommissioned maritime cranes.

Nest platform installed by PG&E in Rodeo.

Eric Dugan/ericduganphotography.com

Osprey parents and chicks in Vallejo in 2012.

It’s our responsibility to make sure Osprey have
the safe nesting sites they need in order to thrive.

While Osprey traditionally nest on
open-topped trees and dead snags, they've
adapted in recent decades to human-made
structures such as utility poles and nest
platforms. In Chesapeake Bay, the share of
Osprey nesting on human structures rose
from 68 percent in 1973 to 93 percent in
the 1990s.

Along the Bay Area’s highly developed
shoreline, finding a secure nest site is one
of the species’ biggest challenges. In 2013,
the Port of San Francisco dismantled a nest
on a crane needed for the America’s Cup.
Similarly, a partially completed nest was
removed from a ship at Alameda Point. Last
year an incubating nest on a utility pole in
Rodeo collapsed and caused a power outage.

To help the bay’s breeding Ospreys,
Golden Gate Audubon joined with GGRO
and other conservation groups in 2013 to
form the Bay Area Osprey Coalition. The
coalition is involved in monitoring local
nests, educating the public about Ospreys,
and working with shoreline land owners to
provide secure nest sites.

Four nest platforms were erected in
2014—one by PG&E in Rodeo to replace

that hazardous utility-pole site, and three

in Richmond by Chevron and the city of
Richmond.

“Once Ospreys have identified a nesting
territory, they'll keep nesting in the same
place or a nearby pole, so it’s in the interest
of someone who doesn’t want them nesting
on their equipment to provide an alternate
structure,” Brake said. “Hopefully having
these four nest platforms as examples will
encourage other land owners to install them
too.”

Along with ensuring safe nest sites,
Golden Gate Audubon and its partners are
working to share the beauty of these dra-
matic raptors with the Bay Area public.
In June, GGAS co-sponsored the second
annual S.F. Bay Osprey Days festival at
Mare Island. About 1,000 people attended
three days of bird walks, naturalist pre-
sentations, and other fun Osprey-focused
activities.

“It’s exciting that these magnificent birds
are breeding along the Bay,” said GGAS
Volunteer Coordinator Noreen Weeden,
who helped promote the festival. “Now it’s
our responsibility to make sure they have
the safe nesting sites they need in order to

thrive.”
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LOCATION / DATE

Berkeley

Thursday, October 16
7 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

ARTAND
ENVIRONMENTAL
MOBILIZING

TODD MCGRAIN AND
ANDREW STERN

Sculptor Todd McGrain and filmmaker Andrew Stern created The
Lost Bird Project to raise public awareness through art of five bird
species that went extinct over the past 150 years. They share a con-
viction that art can touch us in ways that ideas and intellect alone
cannot. At our Speaker Series on October 16, Todd and Andy will
discuss the role that the arts can play in mobilizing people to address
our current environmental crisis. Then on Sunday, October 19,
GGAS will show their film The Lost Bird Project from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Ed Roberts Campus across from Ashby BART in Berkeley.

Todd McGrain, a sculptor for over 25 years, is artist-in-residence
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Andrew Stern, a practicing Zen
Buddhist and neurology professor at the University of Rochester,
devotes himself to raising awareness about the environment through
The Lost Bird Project.

EARLY BIRD RENEWAL

Renew your GGAS membership now for 2015! You should receive a
membership renewal packet in the mail soon. Or save time and renew
online now at goldengateaudubon.org/join.

Benefits of being a GGAS member include this quarterly Gull
newsletter; our monthly field trip e-newsletter; free admission to
our Speaker Series; discounts on birding classes and pelagic birding
trips; and discounted subscriptions to Bay Nature magazine. And
of course...belonging to a community that cares about and works to
protect Bay Area birds.
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LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco
Thursday, November 20
7 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

THREE BIRDS,
THREE OUTCOMES

JOEL GREENBERG

Three different birds, three different outcomes at the hands of
humans. The Passenger Pigeon once numbered in the billions, yet
human exploitation drove it to extinction a century ago. The Kirt-
land’s Warbler had dwindled to fewer than 200 singing males in
1971, yet today we know how to maintain healthy populations. The
Whooping Crane was down to 23 individuals—twice—and its fate
still remains an open question. What can these three birds tell us
about how to coexist with other species?

Joel Greenberg is a Research Associate of both the Field Museum
and the Chicago Academy of Sciences. He is author of A Feathered
River Across the Sky: The Passenger Pigeon's Flight to Extinction, and
has been a leader in Project Passenger Pigeon, marking the anniver-
sary of the species’ extinction.

2015 BIRDS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA CALENDAR

Bring amazing owls, orioles,
loons, and other Bay Area birds
into your home each month with
our 2015 photo calendar. It fea-
tures over two dozen of the Bay
Area’s most talented wildlife

photographers, including Glenn

Nevill, whose Peregrine Falcon
is on the cover. The calendar makes a great holiday gift. Supply is
limited, so order now. Calendars are available for $20 at the GGAS
office and our speaker events, or order securely online at golden

gateaudubon.org/store.

San Francisco: First Unitarian Universalist Church and Center, 1187
Franklin Street (at Geary). Public transit, street parking, and parking in
a lot for a fee are available. Directions: Visit www.uusf.org/visitors_faq.
html, and use the Map It! link on the left.

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between
Solano and Marin). Directions: www.northbrae.org/directions.html.
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DONATIONS

Thank you for your generous donations to support our

many conservation, education, and member activities!
Donations from June 1 through August 31, 2014

GOLDEN EAGLE
($1000 or more)

Jean Conner, Nancy
Knight, Mara K.
Melandry, Mary Price,
Helen and Allan Ridley,
Sue Schoening

PEREGRINE FALCON
($500 to $999)
Anonymous, Diane
Ichiyasu, Harold

C. Kirker, Marjorie
Randolph, Linda Vallee

LEAST TERN

($250 to $499)

Chris and Gary Bard,
Andrea Burhoe , Michael
Alan Chinn, Jack
Dumbacher, Marjorie
Fletcher, Mary E. French,
Christa Goldblatt,
Amanda M. Hamilton,
Keelung Hong, Claire
Lash, Amanda Nelson,
Wendy Pelton, Diane
Ross-Leech

RIDGWAY’S RAIL
(FORMERLY
CLAPPER RAIL)
($100 to $249)
Anonymous, Karim Al-
Khafaji, Barbara & Carlos
Alesandrini, Brenda J.
Bailey, Jane Barrett,
Bernard Brasseur,
Lawrence Burwell, Bob
G. Calhoon, Bob and
Linda Carloni, Cindy
Cobb, Mark Cocalis,
Terry Coddington,
Patricia E. Coffey, Robert
Larkin Coon, Patricia M.
Gannon, Anne Hansen,
Dolores Marie Hansen, L.
Hayn, Peg Janosch, John
Jennings, Sandra M. La
Framboise, Bob Lewis,
Marie Lipman, Barbara
Loomis, Katharine H.
Loughman, Suzanne
Masuret, Doug Mosher,
Mark A. Mushkat, Jo
Ann Ogden, RobertR.
Piper, Hilary Powers,
Laurel Przybylski, David
C. Rice, Guy Wallace,
Leonard Schwab,

Joyce & James Stanek,
Ruth A. Stiver, Janis L.
Sutcher, Tuesday4Birds,
Stephanie Woods,
Matthew B. Zlatunich

GIFTS

(up to $100)
Anonymous, Marianne
Adkins, Linda Agerter,
George B. Almeida,
Sharon C. Anderegg,
Irene P. Andersen,
Sharon B. Anderson,

Clara H. Arakaki,

Doris Ash, Christina
Bartlett, Kathy Beatty,
Valerie Behrendt,

Eric K. Behrens, Leah
Bernstein, Deborah
Binder, Paul Bloom,
Jeanne Bobbitt, Bruce
R. Bowen, Rosemary

A. Bower, Kathleen J.
Brown, Kathleen Brown,
Cheri Bryant, Maryellen
Buckley, Jacqueline
Burke, Lorna L. Byrne,
Linda Campopiano,
Barbara Capon, Caryl
Carr, Mary Carrigan,
Norris D. Cash, Mike
Chase, Min Chen,

Toni Childress, Elena
Childs, Darcy Cohn,
Donald Colton, Ruthann
Conway, Ron Coviello,
Eric & Catherine Crystal,
Phoebe Cutler, Janet
Daly, Nancy Damaschino,
Jan De Vries, Sheila Mary
Dickie, Mary Donovan,
Lisa Doyen, Bobb Drake,
Beverly Edge, Lucia
Edwards, Roy T. Egawa,
Rose M. Endres, Delmar
R. Fager, Sharon Fee,
Lewis J. Feldman, Paul
Foster, Norman C. Frank,
Leland Freidenburg,
Harold Friedman,
Richard A. Gale, Barbara
M. Gex, William J.
Giddens, Melissa Ellen
Goan, Diana Goldstein,
Helen A. Green, Martha
Griswold, Kristina
Grondahl, Paul Grunland,
Judith Ann A. Gurbaxani,
Robert and Mary Hale,
Christina Halsey, Eugene
Hanes, Janet Harrison,
Lisa Heltmach, Alison

S. Hermance, Jan
Hintermeister, Judith
Hoff, Ingrid Hogle,
Sidney J. Hollister,
David P. Holman,
Melissa Holmes, Norah
Holmgren, Shelley
Horwitz, Thomas and
Nancie Hughes, John
Hules, Dale K. lkeda,
Robert J. Jacobs,

Louisa Jaskulski,
Frances E. Johnson,
Margaret M. Jones,
Krista Jordan, Erica
Katz, Homer Keesler,
Eileen M. Kelleher,
Nancy B. Kenyon, Rubi
Khilnani, Lucy Kihlstrom,
Diane Kloc, Katherine
Koelsch, Anna Korn,
Judith Kysh, Mary Lai,
Lorraine Lambert, Johan
Langewis, David C. Lee,
Jennie C. Lee, Winston

Lee, Thomas Lee, Paula
Levy, Rick Lewis, Donald
C. Lim, Cathy Loewen,
Carol Lombard, Ann
Loper, Leon R. Lord,
Gloria P. Markowitz,
Janine Martin, John

T. Mc Clung, Theresa
McGovern, Joan V.
Mclntyre, Helen L.
McKinley, Rhona
MclLean, Michelle
Mehlhorn, Barbara
Moffat, Elizabeth
Moseley, John
Muenchow, Will
Murdoch, Suzanne
Murillo, Carolyn E.
Murray, Marvin and Carol
Neveu, Susan Newman,
Monique Ninove, Ellen S.
Noller, Maureen Noon,
Leah Norwood, Morton
D. Paley, Joel Parrott,
Ada Peterson, H. Petrash,
Christina Poggio,

Patrick and Wendy
Poinsot, Sharon L. Pretti,
Edward Reyes, Rebecca
Robinson, George

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Roemer, James L.
Rogers, Bernard Rosen,
Carla Rugeroni, Donald
M. Sanford, William L.
Ryan, Rusty Scalf, Katrina
Mather Sherman, Lucy L.
Sidener, Edith Simonson,
Mary R. and Marshall L.
Small, Franz C. Snyder,
Richard O. Sproul,

Kim Steele, Deborah
Stratmann, Katharine
Swan, Terracycle US,
Jerome Testo, Lee
Thomas, Nina Torcoletti,
Margery A. Trevorrow,
Yulling Tsai, John

Tysell, John Umemoto,
Margarette M. Untawale,
Rose Ver, Suzanne
Volkas, John Vollmer,
Trudy Washburn, Linda
L. Watts, Wendy Weikel,
Carolyn Weil, Carolyn
Weinberger, Elise G.
White, Joan Wilson,
Rocky Wynn, Mary
Yaholkovsky, Pauline
Yeckley, Karin E. Zahorik

Lynne M. Eggers, in honor of Lauretta Cuadra
Rosemary Hardy, in honor of Dave Quady
Maureen Lahiff, in honor of Dave Quady
Jane Maxwell, in honor of Dave Quady

Karen McDaniel, in honor of Kitty O'Neil

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Anonymous, in memory of Nana Gilpin

Jim Feroe, in memory of Jim Lem

Alan Kaplan, in memory of Dr. Barry M. Wilk

Ladies of the Harbor Bay, in memory of Maryle Eade
Ricky Lacina, in memory of Kenneth R. Lacina

Susan Louie, in memory of Maggie

Susan Savino, in memory of Maryle Eade

Wendy Sommer, in memory of Maryle Eade

IN-KIND GIFTS

Jacqueline Craig, Alan B. Harper, KIND Healthy Snacks,

Linda Vallee

EMPLOYEE GIFT MATCHES

Charles Schwab Foundation (Tomas Latham)

Chevron Humankind Employee Engagement Fund
(Bob Lewis, William Couch, John Long)

Dolby Matching Gifts Program (Elizabeth Azinheira)
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund (Rubi and
Elliott Abrams, Jane Freeman, Eric Wong)

Gap, Inc. (Claire Lash)

Google Inc. (Thomas Stromberg)
IBM International Foundation (Peter Caldwell, De Poff)
PG&E Corporation Foundation (Kathleen Brown, Diane

Ross-Leech, Ann Loper)

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation (Bob Toleno)

GRANTS

California Natural Resources Agency

Clorox Company Foundation

Kimball Foundation

PG&E Corporation Foundation

SF Environment
UPS Foundation
Vanguard Foundation

ROSTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Laura Gobbi

Vice President and Treasurer
Alan Harper

Secretary
Linda Vallee

Karim Al-Khafaji, Sarah Peterman Bell, Linda Carloni,
Whitney Dotson, Jack Dumbacher, Bill Hudson, Bob
Lewis, Jay Pierrepont, Judith Pynn, Diane Ross-Leech

STAFF

Executive Director
Cindy Margulis, 510.843.9912
cmargulis@goldengateaudubon.org

Education Director
Anthony DeCicco, 510.843.2222
adecicco@goldengateaudubon.org

Volunteer Coordinator
Noreen Weeden, 510.301.0570
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Communications Director
llana DeBare, 510.301.5573
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Office Manager
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The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded
January 25, 1917, and became a chapter of National
Audubon in 1948. Golden Gate Audubon Supporting
Membership is $35 per year. Renewals should be
sent to the Golden Gate Audubon office. The board
of directors meets six times per year (schedule can
be obtained from the office).

The Gull is published four times per year. Special
third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send
address changes to the office promptly. The post
office does not forward The Gull.

Golden Gate Audubon Society

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G
Berkeley, CA 94702

Office hours: Monday and Wednesday,
9 a.m.—noon and 1 p.m.-5p.m.,

and other hours by appointment

Tel 510.843.2222
www.goldengateaudubon.org
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store
Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/
store.
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3 Bay Area Hotspot
Middle Harbor Shoreline
Discover a shorebird mecca in the heart of the

Port of Oakland. program.
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Spotted Towhee.

SPOTTED TOWHEE

BY MARJORIE BLACKWELL

T he distinct, buzzy trill or “meuw” call of a Spotted Towhee

bushes, or in a wooded area is delightful to hear any time of year, but

coming from an oak tree on a hillside, in shrubby blackberry

especially in summer when so many other songbirds have headed
north. The Spotted Towhee says, “I'm still here and still singing.”
While easy to hear, these shy sparrows are often hard to see.
When you do see one, its jet-black head and back (female grayish),
spotted with white, against contrasting rufous flanks and brilliant
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6 2015 Birds of the Bay Area Calendar

Our third annual photo calendar features a
stunning Peregrine Falcon cover by Glenn

Nevill.

white belly are striking indeed. Spotted Towhees often are easier to
see on the ground as they scratch and kick, looking for insects and
seeds in leaf litter.

The name “Towhee”—according to the Audubon Society Field
Guide to North American Birds (Eastern Region)—was given in 1731
by naturalist Mark Catesby in imitation of its call note, which he
heard in the Carolinas. However, the Eastern Towhee’s song, often
mimicked as “drink your TEA,” little resembles that of our western
bird. Eastern and Western Towhees originally were considered the
same species—the Rufous Sided Towhee—but today are identified
as separate and distinct.

Spotted Towhees nest on the ground or in low bushes. The female
builds a nest of bark, twigs, and grasses and lays three to five eggs in
each of two broods per season.

The East Bay population of Spotted Towhees is more or less sta-
ble, with Oakland Christmas Bird Count numbers averaging 272
between 2004-2013.

However, the CBC numbers fluctuate considerably from year to
year and there is a slow downward trend, probably due to decrease
in the shrubby ground cover they need.

The San Francisco CBC Spotted Towhee count is far lower, with
a total of 187 seen in the past four years, almost all on San Bruno
Mountain in San Mateo. According to CBC co-compiler Dan Mur-
phy, the species is on the verge of extirpation in San Francisco.

While youre more likely to see Spotted Towhees in regional
parks, they can be attracted to yards with shrubby areas or brush
and leaf piles, and if seed is sprinkled on the ground, they may even

venture out to eat.





